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Already for the oldest [iifs, the Prophet’s life (sira) and sayings and doings
(sunna) were the example. The [Jift should not only follow him with body
and soul (the Imitatio Muhammadi) but also exert himself to keep MulJammad
himself always present in thoughts and feelings. This representation could be
intensified to such an extent that [1iifis thought they had Mullammad in
person before their eyes, who communicated with them by words and advice,
for they were and are convinced that MuJammad after his death lives on in a
transformed existence.In later times the term “Mullammad’s path” ([larilla
mulammadiyya) was used in this context. >
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