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Preface .

The names of the two great Muslim thinkers dealt with in the present work,
Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (or Ghazzali, 450/1058 - 505/1111) and Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi (or Fakhruddin-i Razi, 543/1148-49 or 544/1149-50 - 606/1210) have
been the subject of much myth-making. Both within the Islamic world and
among leading Orientalists, the predominant image of Ghazili is still that of
the great champion of “Islamic orthodoxy” fighting against “philosophy,”
while the theologian Fakhr-i Razi, certainly a champion of reason, and
ridiculed as such in a famous verse by Rumi, is frequently labeled as an enemy
of the Sufis. It is one of the great merits of Dr. Pourjavady’s Two Renewers of
Faith to produce substantial evidence forcing us to revise such received views
considerably, and to recognize cliches for what they really are.

It is a privilege indeed to introduce this impressive collection of studies
and texts, most of which were originally published as independent articles in
Ma‘arif over the past 16 years. Many of these studies are now presented in
revised form on the basis of newly found additional evidence, and some are
completely new. The book is divided into seven parts comprising wenty-five
chapters all in all, with parts One to Five being devoted to various aspects of
Ghazali’s legal, mystical and philosophicél thought, his originality, as well as

the vexed question of the authenticity of some of the works traditionally
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ascribed to him, while the remaining (wo parts (i.c., Six and Seven, or chapters
twenty-two 10 twenty-five) deal with Fakhr-i Razi, especially his attitude
towards Ghazali, the Sufis, and the political authorities of his time. All this is
supported by extensive original research work in primary sourccs and 4 great
number of critical editions of little-known or entirely unknown 1exts, Or new
improved editions of texts that have been hitherto available in unreliable
editions only. Doubtless the most important discovery, discussed in detail in
Part Four, is the authentic version (a8 opposed to the commonly available
printed edition) of Ghazal's Al-Madniin bihi ‘ala ghayri ahlih, which was
found in a precious philosophical anthology copied in 596-7/1199 - 1201 in
Maragha. This anthology is now available as a whole, again thanks to Dr.
Pourjavady, in a recent facsimile edition (Tehran: fran University Press, 2002).

As is well-known, Ghazali was, among other things, an accomplished legal
thinker. He issued farwas on various concrete questions, including some on
Sufi theory and practice. Part One of the present work consists of nine such
“Sufi farwas” written (with one exception) in Persian, which are edited here,
with individual introductions for cach, on the basis of MSS Chester Beatty
3682 or Hamidiyya 1447 (farwas # 2 and 3 being found in both these
coliections). While all these farwas are, of course, of great historical interest,
as they give us much information on life in the khangah (or khanaqah, ot
ribar al-sifiya) in 5th/11th century Khurasin, | would draw the reader’s
aliention in particular 0 # 2 (= chapter two), on the question whether the
Covenant atluded to in Quran 7:171 (172) implies a “real” preexistence of
humans. By taking the position that it does not, Ghazali in fact comes close to
a Mu‘tazilite or Avicennian view, in contrast to the great majority of Sufis
before and after him, as Pourjavady shows pertinently in his introduction. One
might add here that the problem has continued 10 be of great concern to later
religious philosophers such as Mulla Sadra as well.

Part Two again shows Ghazali as a legal mind, this time with emphasis on
his severe, indeed “merciless” (bi-rahmana) attitude tpwards the so-called

“libertines” (ibahiya). It contains a Persian letter on the subject (chapter ten),
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which might also be considered a fawa, plus an excellent new cdition of the
famous Streitschrift previously edited by Otto Pretzl (chapter eleven). Unlike
this earlier edition, Pourjavady’s is based on a critical cxamination of four
different manuscripts, as can be appreciated from its cnormous apparaus
criticus.

With Part Three (chapters twelve o fifteen), we approach Ghazali the
mystic, or rather the celebrated author of mystical works that draw, in fact,
heavily on Sufi classics such as Sarraj, Makki, Qushayri and,babovc all, the as
yet little studied Aba Sa‘d-i Khargushi of Naysabar (d. 406/1015 or 407/1016).
The latter’s Tahdhib al-asrar must have been used directly by Ghazall, as
Pourjavady demonstrates byv adducing a number of edifying stories from the
Inya’ ulam al-din that reproduce Kharglsh?’s version almost literally.

Parts Four and Five group a number ol articles on doubtful or spurious
works, such as the Rawdar al-talibin (chapter sixtecn), the printed version of
Al-Madnian bihi ‘ala ghayri ahlih (chapters seventeen and cighteen), the Tuhfat
ul-mulitk (chapter nineteen), the Pand-nama (chapter tweaty), and two other
short treatises (chapter twenty-one). As was indicated earlier, the exciting
discovery of the authentic Al-Madnin bihi ‘ala ghayri ahlih in thc Maragha
codex leaves little doubt about the spuriousness of the printed version, which
appears to be in essence a compilati()n from bits and pieces of other
Ghazalian works, including parts of another piece also contained in the
Marigha codex. Unlike the printed version, the real Madnan -lives up to its
title, as it were: it is a truly philosophical work much like the Magqasid
al-falasifa, and bears, like the latier, the mark of Ghazal’s concise style and
clear understanding of Avicennian metaphysics. To be sure, the printed
edition going under the same title is found in numerous manuscripts, the
oldest among which (Aya Sofia 4081) dating from 648 AH, that is, some fifty
years only after he Maragha codex, whereas the real Madniin has been found
until now in only one other codex, which also belongs to the 7th/13th century
(i.e., Danishkada-yi Adabiyat, now preserved in Kitabkhana-yi Markazi 90,
copied according to two colophons in 695 and 697 AH). But this can only




mean, Pourjavady argues convincingly, that someone wishing to disassociate
Ghazali’s name definitely from any truly philosophical leanings tried to
replace the original Madnin by compiling a much less philosophical piece of
writing under the same title in the first half of the 7th/13th century — and
almost succeeded in so doing!

Dr. Pourjavady’s major article on “Fakhr-i Razi’s relation to the Sufi
Shaykhs” constitutes by itself Part Six of the present work, or chapter twenty-
two. What emerges from this detailed historical study may be summarized as
follows (see also Abstracta Iranica 10 (1987) 198t.): The allegations found in
some Sufi sources to the effect that it was Razi’s vicious political scheming
that was responsible for Majd-i Baghdadi’s “death in the Oxus” — a con-
troversial story in itself — and Baha-i Walad’s supposed expulsion from
Khwarazm, have n(; real basis in fact (on the latter point, see now also Fritz
Meier, Baha’-i Walad, Acta lranica 27, Leiden: Brill, 1989, especially 20-25
and ZDMG 141 (1991) 188f). In fact, Razi showed himself rather
well-disposed towards Sufism, and evidently received friendly letters from
eminent Sufis such as Shihabuddin ‘Umar-i Suhrawardi and lbn ‘Arabi,
exhorting the great theologian to complete theory through spiritual practice
(the text of Suhraward?’s letter has helpfully been edited as Appendix B. For
Ibn ‘Arabi, in addition to the letter printed in Rasa'il Ibn al-‘Arabt and
discussed in this article, one could also refer to the Risalar al-akhlag
mentioned and summarized by Ibn ‘Arabi in Furihar chapter 42). A doubt
may however be expressed as to whether such Sufi encouragements actually
had any concrete effect, as Pourjavady seems inclined to believe. In any case,
the often-told story of Razr’s final “conversion” to Sufism at the hands of
Najmuddin-i Kubra (on which see Fritz Meier, Die Fawa'ih al-gamal...,
Wiesbaden: Steiner, 1957, 45f. of the German introduction) is also highly
controversial. Appendix A provides a useful new edition of Husayn-i
Khwiarazmi’s version of that story.

Indications of Razi’s attitude towards Sufism can of course also be found

in his great Tafsir, notably in its long section on the “Light-verse,” which
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contains among other things a summary discussion of Ghazall’s Mishkat al-
anwar. Interestingly, a slightly more Sufi-coloured discussion of the same
Ghazalian text, this time in Persian, is also attributed to Razi. This text
was originally edited with an introduction by Dr. Pourjavady in Maarif ii, 2
(1364 AHS) 213-229, which article now constitutes chapter twenty-three in
Part Seven of the present work. Together with the Tafsir version, this
edition has been one of the major sources for my own “Ghazali and
‘Religionswissenschaft’” (Asiatische Studien/Erudes asiatiques xlv, 1 (1991) 19-
72, esp. 64-72).

Perhaps with a smile, Razi comes back in the two concluding chapters
(twenty-four and twenty-five) as the rational thinker he certainly was: with a
short theological treatise in Arabic on God’s absolute transcendence, which
was probably directed against the Karrdmiya, and an equally short Persian
poem on logic, physics and metaphysics, which was written for the elder son of
the Khwiarazmshah Takish, Nasiruddin Malikshah (d. 593/1196-97). As is the
rule in this fine volume, both these texts are edited with excellent informative

introductions.

Hermann Landolt
Emeritus Professor
McGill University
August, 2002
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